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court and state entertainments, was that of Great Britain.'
They were likewise de rigueur at the Tuileries during the
reign of Napoleon III. The kaiser, however, came to the
conclusion that continuations of this kind gave a more
brilliant and dressy appearance to court functions than
long trousers, and accordingly the latter are barred, save in
the case of officers of the army and navy.
At the imperial court of Berlin there are four types of
receptions or cours, the latter being the French word which
has clung to these state functions ever since the reign of
Frederick the Great. They are the " D<Sfiler-Cour,'' the
"Spiel-Cour," the " Sprech-Cour " and the «Trauer-
Cour." The first, namely, the " d6filer cour "—from
the French word defiler, to file past—is the Berlin counter-
part of Queen Victoria's drawing-rooms at Buckingham
Palace in London, and is held once a year for the purpose
of presenting debutantes, brides and ladies whose husbands
have recently been promoted, or raised to the rank of
nobility. They pass one by one before the throne, curtsy
profoundly to each of their majesties, while the grand
chamberlain mentions their names, and then leave the im-
perial presence by a side exit. No one kisses the empress's
hand, as is the case with Queen Victoria in England, nor
are the presentees compelled to back out of the imperial
presence, as at Buckingham Palace. The court dress of
debutantes at Berlin is not necessarily white, though that is
the hue most affected. The long court train may be of an
entirely different material and color from the dress itself,
if the wearer pleases, the only stipulation made being
that the richness and splendor of the fabric must be
beyond question. An indispensable feature of the toilette
is the so-called "barbe," a sort of tiny lace veil, sus-
pended on each side of the coiffure, about two inches in

